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10th January 2020 
Dear Parents/Carers,

Happy New Year and welcome back after what I hope has been a great festive break. Here is an outline of the curriculum areas we will be focusing on during the spring term. 
English and Maths.
We will be following the National Curriculum in daily sessions. Our first English topic will be a book called The Rabbits which is an allegory of the colonisation of Australia by Europeans. We will also study the role and thoughts of Conscientious objectors during World War I. Poetry will focus on cinquains then after half term we will look at stories from our literary heritage using The Lady of Shalott by Alfred Lord Tennyson and anther poetry unit using the work of James Berry. 

Every morning from 8:45am we will spend time quiet reading. I will be listening to children read during this time and in guided reading sessions. Reading books and reading records will be sent home daily. It is incredibly important that your child reads at home, even if they are a confident reader. Discussing the books and encouraging your child to share their opinions will also help with understanding which plays a major part in assessing reading in year 5. Reading books and records need to come in to school every day so we can hear the children read. Our reading challenge still continues so please sign your child’s book each time they read at home so they can collect stickers for their chart. 

Year 5 will also be taking part in the Spellbinding challenge where we are asked to read a number of books and then vote for the favourite. 
In maths we will be following the White Rose maths Scheme which will focus this term on multiplication and division and a long topic on fractions. We will also be studying decimals and percentages. We will follow Fluent in 5 and Rapid Reasoning to help with recall and problem solving. 
Science.
In science this term we will be learning about forces, including gravity and air and water. We will study Animals including humans after half term. 
ICT.
This term we will be focusing on two units, the first will be a topic on databases so the children can learn how to find information and create their own. The second will be coding using the Scratch programme. We will also combine computing with other topics including English, maths and other topic work. 
RE
RE will focus on Christians and the names for Jesus, focusing on different denominations. We will also explore the names for Allah. Towards the end of tem we will look at Easter practices and learn the Easter story.  
PE
Year 5 will be going swimming on Monday afternoons, a separate letter has been sent home. ON Wednesdays we will continue karate training with Natalie. Your child must have a full PE kit in school at all times, including PE pumps to wear in the hall, and if they wear earrings they need to be able to remove them themselves for PE sessions. Trainers cannot be worn in the hall for PE as they mark the flooring. 
Humanities
This term we will learn all about The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China and find out about the lives of people during China’s Bronze Age. After half term we will look at modern day China and explore its customs and geography. We will be working on an extra short topic with Year 1 at the end of January where we will explore Chinese New Year. There will be an assembly for you to come and see. A separate letter will be sent home about this. 
Music
This term, Year 5 will be learning about African djembe and different drum beats. We will learn songs and compose drumming beats to accompany them. 
Art, Design and Technology.

This term the children will be combining and designing prints, we will link this into our Shang Dynasty topic as much as possible. Next half term we will focus on textiles and fabric making. 
Homework
Homework will be given out on a Monday and must be returned by Thursday, to allow time for marking. Homework will be focused on Maths and English. 
Medical

If your child has developed any medical concerns or allergies please notify us. If your child needs an inhaler please make sure we have one in school with instructions on when and how to use.
If you would like to discuss any aspects of this letter or have any concerns about your child, please make an appointment at the school office. 
Kind regards

Gaynor Stevens

Year 5 Teacher
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